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The Waterloo County Quilters’ 
Guild provides an opportunity 
for quilters to learn in a sup-
portive, sharing, social environ-
ment. We encourage you to get 
the most out of your member-
ship by becoming more deeply 
involved in the guild. 

January 2021 

Volume 37, Issue 4 

All In-Person Guild 
Meetings including 
Mannheim Sewing  

Circle and Workshops 
have been cancelled 
until further notice 

SCRAPS OF  
WISDOM 

President’s Message:  Welcome 2021 

As we enter a new year, it is a time to reflect on the previous one and to look ahead to the 
new year. I think we can all agree that we are happy to see the end of 2020 and are looking 
forward to 2021 with anticipation and renewed hope for a brighter year ahead. 

As I reflected on our guild year for 2020, I believe it was an amazing year of accomplish-
ments, in spite of the many challenges we faced due to Covid-19. Consider for a moment the 
number of Smile and PAL quilts that were made and donated as well as Memory and Touch 
quilts. In addition to that we sewed over 20,000 cloth face masks that were donated to many 
organizations within our region and across the province. We did not stop there. In October, 
40 quilts were delivered to the Better Tent City located at Lot 42 in Kitchener. In November, 
our members accepted and welcomed yet an additional invitation to create mini quilts to 
accompany stuffed animals. As a guild, over 140 mini quilts were created and wrapped 
around teddy bears and other stuffed animals which were then donated to the Knights of 
Columbus who distributed them to a variety of organizations, where they were further gifted 
to children to brighten their Christmas experience. Thank you to all guild members for the 
outstanding community outreach accomplished in recent months. What a difference each 
contribution has made. I am so proud to be associated with such a generous quilt guild 
whose members give so generously of their time and talents to make life better for others in 
the community. 

In addition to the community outreach, our guild accepted the challenge of new learning, 
and made the huge change of transitioning from in-person meetings to on-line Zoom 
meetings. We welcomed speakers from across the country and beyond, learning how to de-
liver our meetings, Show and Share and even our sewing days all virtually. We established an 
on-line store to facilitate financial payments for workshops. Congratulations to everyone for 
accepting and even embracing these changes. 

So – what do the months ahead hold for our guild? I believe we can look to the future with 
renewed hope and anticipation of an exciting year ahead. We are now comfortable using 
Zoom. Our program committee has planned exciting speakers and workshops for the months 
ahead. I invite you to check out the upcoming workshops. These will be great opportunities 
to connect with other guild members and expand interests and skills. Our STBA days will con-
tinue each month and we anticipate some new challenges and activities yet to be deter-
mined. 

The upcoming winter months will provide opportunities for each of us to engage in our sew-
ing and quilting passions, a time to embrace new opportunities, finish UFO’s and probably 
most importantly to find some peace and contentment as we keep our minds challenged and 
our hands busy. We are indeed fortunate to have a hobby that provides such rewarding ex-
periences. 

I wish everyone a very Happy New Year. Stay safe and healthy. 

 Inge Ford, President 

One of the 

many animals 

in quilts  

donated in  

December 
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January Speaker - Kathleen O’Flaherty 
 

Our January speaker is Kathleen O’Flaherty from the Niagara Area. Kathleen’s moth-
er was 46 when she was born and taught her skills out of the Depression Era, such 
as thriftiness, innovation and resourcefulness. Kathleen will take us on an entertain-
ing journey of 45 quilted pieces that demonstrate these life skills in her 
‘Shenanigans Trunk Show’. Pieces will include quilts, wall hangings, cushion covers, 
handbags and more. Every quilt has a story 
and Kathleen will share how she evolved into 
a modern quilter with examples covering the 
topic: ‘What is a Modern Quilt?’ We will 
travel though time with Kathleen, laughing 
at her shenanigans on her way from tradi-
tional to modern and improv quilting. 

 

Kathleen is a member of the Niagara Modern Quilt Guild, the Niagara Heritage 
Quilters’ Guild, Community Outreach Quilts (under the auspices of NHQG) and 
is the FACS Project Noah liaison. She also teaches Beginning Quilting from her 
home studio and can be followed on Facebook at: Quilts and Shenanigans. 

Above: Excerpt of throw quilt pieced “100 
Modern Blocks” Block a Day IG Quilt Along 

 

Some of the 140+ teddy 

bears in quilts contributed 

by guild members in      

December 

“Clementine” - pattern by Emily 

Taylor, Collage Quilter 

 

Left: “Downtown via the 

New Burgoyne Bridge” 

2019 

Art quilt designed, sewn 

and quilted by Kathleen 

O’Flaherty 

Accepted in Art Show 

City of St. Catharines 
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20,000 

5,000 

Total masks  

produced by our 

guild: 18,506! 

10,000 

21,805 as of October 29th 
Including guild and  
Days for Girls 

15,000 
We have now 

wrapped up the 

tallying of masks, 

so this is our final 

total. 

Our January Virtual Vendor! 

More Bears in Quilts 
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Thank you!  
Excerpts from a letter received by 

Judy Pearce, December 7,2020 

“A good friend from Attawapiskat  

First Nation was in touch last even-

ing, as this community of more than 

2,009 members presently has five 

active cases of Covid-19, limited ac-

cess to potable water, and are pres-

ently setting up an isolation tent for 

affected members. A friend of mine 

in (the) community sent pics of the 

pandemic kits that have been distrib-

uted. 

Attawapiskat chose to save some kits 

to be used as part of the second wave...she and her extended family are so 

grateful! 

Sending you some photos here...she gave me her permission.” 

Lindsay Mollins Koene, 

Mennonite Central Committee, Indigenous Neighbours Program Coordinator. 
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The Quilt Place is taking phone/email orders for porch 

pickup and mail orders Monday to Saturday 10am-5pm 

Ye Olde Fabric Shoppe is open for pickup and mail order at this time. We 

are taking orders by phone, email, text (to 519-301-0582), Messenger and 

our website. 

Kawartha Quilting & Sewing is for curbside pickup only. See the website 

for available product. Closed Sunday and Monday. 
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Virtual Show and Share for January 

Please send pictures of your quilts, 
with a sentence or two about them,  

to kathleenbissett@me.com 
by Saturday, January 16  
so they can be included  

in our virtual Show and Share.  

 

 

 

 

 

Helene Doerfler and Kathy Bissett collected a car and trunk full of bags 

of scrap fabric from our guild members in early December. These bags 

were delivered to and gratefully received by a local community agency 

that will be able to use them for the projects completed by residents 

of their organization. Thank you to the guild members who generously 

provided these bags of scraps. The recipients were so appreciative and 

are looking forward to creating new treasures with these scraps. 

The winner of the  

Christmas Guessing Game 

“How many 5” squares           

in a jar?” 

was Donna Trimble with a 

guess of 534—there were 

actually 537 squares  

in the jar. 

Congratulations,  

Donna! 
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Panel Palooza  

Workshop 
With Cyndi McChesney  

Saturday January 30/21  

& Saturday February 6/21 

Cyndi McChesney, from Cedar 

Ridge Quilting in Colorado, will 

inspire and teach you new 

techniques in this fun work-

shop. Cyndi is a NQA Certified 

Teacher of the Year, an award 

winning long-arm quilter and 

two time guest of 

TheQuiltShow.com.  

To learn more about Cyndi, 

check out her website: 

http://

www.cedarridgequilting.com/

home 

Both sessions will run from 

9:30am to 12:00pm. Cost: $50 

for this 5 hour workshop. 

Space is limited so register 

now to avoid disappointment. 

Turn this… 

into this! 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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PAL Quilts 

Christmas quilts 

were presented to 

Hospice Wellington 

in early December. 

Pictured here, L to R, 

are Pat Hickman, Ex-

ecutive Director of 

Hospice Wellington, 

Judy Siegner, PAL 

Chair, WCQG, Pat 

Stuart, Hospice Wellington and Joan, the kitchen co-

ordinator at Hospice Wellington. 

It was so nice to be able to return the kindness of the hos-

pice angels who had just recently taken care of our long 

time guild member, the late Mary Snyder. They were not 

aware that she was a quilter! The photo shows a quilt 

pieced by Judy Sieger and quilted by Linda Weinstein. Linda 

very quickly quilted three Christmas quilts so Judy could get 

them delivered on time to be enjoyed this season. Thank 

you, Linda! 

Everyone there was so appreciative and noticed even the 

smallest details: the red and white candy cane binding, the 

scrap of blue fabric with ‘joy’ written on it, the poinsettias 

in the border, and especially the cardinal—they love birds! 

“Thank you for your amazing commitment and ded-

ication to providing for and supporting oneROOF 

Youth Services. Your gift cards and cash donations 

as well as the generous wish list items in kind mean 

the world to us. Merry Christmas!” 

Bonnie Knof 

(Note from Deby Wettges: We donated $70 in cash, 

$125 from online donations, $100 in gift cards, 6 

garbage bags full of gently used items and 2 grocery 

bags of new personal items.) 

Pictured below are Bonnie Knof, oneROOF and Jean 

MacFarlane, Vice President, WCQG 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
FREE Short Arm Quilting System from ‘To Be Quilting’ in British Columbia. It is par-
tially assembled for anyone who interested in picking it up and taking it home.        
Instruction manual included, as well as round 12’ bars. It can be set up for 5’, 7’, 10’ 
and 12’. Please contact Lynne Thomson-Haven at l.haven@sympatico.ca.  

 
 

 
FABRIC FOR SALE 100% cotton print fabric, ranging in size from fat quarters to full bolts. Sold as is, seller is 
not cutting lengths, whatever the length, that’s what you take. Only $7 per yard for yardage and $2.50 each 
for the fat quarters or 5 for $10. Also available: kitted fabric, complete with quilt patterns. Please call Lynn 
Helwig at 519-743-5894 (landline—no texts) and leave a message. Lynn will call you back to set up a time for 
you to come over. 

Peggy Herlick received this handmade card from Claere, 

who received a SMILE quilt. Doesn’t she look cozy?! 
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CJ’s Quilting is open for quilting by appointment. 

Creekbank Sewing Centre and Fabrics retail store is open for 

curbside pickup and for personal shopping by appointment only. 

If you know of a guild member who 

has become ill, please let our secre-

tary, Doris Martin, know so she can 

send a get well card from all of us. 

St Jacobs Quilt Company Ltd. is open for phone orders and 

curbside pickup along with making protective wear for 

front line workers.  

During lockdown we are doing phone & email orders. We post items on 

Facebook, Facetime and Whats App for personal shopping. All items can 

be picked up curbside or shipped (cost to customer). Presently we are 

offering 50% off Christmas on Facebook for Country Patchworks.  
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Internet Resources for Quilters 

Prepared by Inge Ford 

As we wrap up the holiday season, and head into the winter months – we welcome the best time of year to engage in 
our quilting hobby. With snow and cold weather outside – and the added feature of a provincial lock-down - it is time to 
hunker down in our sewing rooms, pull out our fabric stashes (or perhaps our fabric Christmas presents) and begin to 
sew. It is a great time to make Smile Quilts, PAL quilts, easy projects, challenging quilts, whatever motivates us. Enjoy 
your sewing time! We look forward to seeing your completed projects in the upcoming Show and Share at our guild 
meetings. 

Krista Moser from her quilt blog – The Quilted Life – shares ideas and strategies that 
can be shared with people who receive a quilt from you as a gift. She provides a pdf 
graphic that you can print off and include with the gifted quilt. It includes how to wash, 
dry and how frequently to wash a quilt. It would be a great piece of information to in-
clude when gifting a quilt. Click on this link to find the pdf document. 

 https://www.kristamoser.com/post/three-things-you-need-to-know-about-quilt-care-1 

 

Pat Sloan Jelly Roll Sew Along – In December Pat completed a four-week jelly roll sew along 
using a free pattern from the Fat Quarter Shop. Pat invited her readers to choose a jelly roll 
pattern for this sew-along from the free patterns provided on the Fat Quarter Shop free 
pattern download page. Pat selected the Jelly roll Ripples Pattern which is pictured here. More 
information about her sew along can be found at this link.  

https://www.ilovetomakequilts.com/jelly-roll-sew-along.html 

The Jelly Roll Ripples pattern and additional free pattern downloads can be found at this site - 
https://www.fatquartershop.com/free-quilt-patterns/free-jelly-roll-quilt-patterns?
sscid=c1k4_obmz8 

 

Are you a Minky Fabric Fan? If so, here are some sites you might wish to 
visit. The Fabric Patch, a store in Ephrata, Washington has a youtube site 
on which they post videos regularly. Here is a link to a video using Minky 
fabric strips to make a quilt-as-you-go Minky quilt.                                   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dQC87wsfWOw 

Teresa Coates, pictured on the right, is a Minky/cuddle fabric/Shannon 
fabric expert. She is the National Educator for Shannon Fabrics in Los An-
geles. She produces weekly video tutorials on how to sew using Minky 
and cuddle fabrics. Here is a link to her blog and tutorials.                                                          
https://www.teresacoates.com/tutorials-2/ 

I especially love her Luxe Cuddle Minky Fabric infinity scarf tutorial. I made a number of these scarves as Christmas gifts. 

Here is the link. https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=355134022528110&ref=watch_permalink 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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Sew & Save Centre is 
open for phone, 

email and website 
orders with curbside 
pickup. They are in-

store Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays from 

9:30am to 3pm. They 
are taking appoint-
ments for sewing 

machine and serger 
repair.  

Customers must call  
519-271-9660 to 

book an  
appointment. 

We are open for back porch pickup, phone in 

orders, mail and website orders. We maintain 

our  regular hours. 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat 9-4 

Sun 11-5 Closed Wednesdays  

Limited access, one shopper at a time, 

please wear a mask 
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Casey the Travelling Quiltcase! 
    

Here is how the Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild Travelling Quilt Case will work –  
 A suitcase filled with items will travel from one quilt guild mem-

ber to another.  
 A travel itinerary will be established for our guild’s suitcase. If 

you are interested in participating, please send a message to 
Deby Wettges indicating you would like to be part of the itiner-
ary.  

 Instead of creating a quilt with a centre surrounded by borders, 
as in Laura Coia’s link below, participants will be invited to cre-
ate blocks that will be put together at the end to create possibly 
three complete quilts. You may make one or more blocks. There 
will be a choice of log cabin block, slab block, or little house 
block. All instructions will be included in the suitcase. All com-
pleted blocks will be stored in the bags provided in the suitcase.  

 Each travel stop will be able to keep the suitcase for one week.  
 A travel itinerary will be provided with a list of all the travel stops. At the end of your week, you will 

deliver the Travelling Quilt Case to the next recipient. We ask that you also send an email to your trav-
el consultant – Deby Wettges, who will, in this way, be able to keep track of the location of the Quilt 
Case in the event that any travel destinations need to be altered.  

 As with any trip, each participant is invited to take a souvenir from the suitcase provided in the souve-
nir bag – and replace it with a new one, e.g. some fat quarters from your stash or a sewing notion, etc.  

 This Quilt Case has plans to travel as long as there are destinations at which to stop. At the end of the 
travel journey, the Quilt Case will be returned to the travel consultant – Deby Wettges.  

If you have any questions or wish to have your name added to the travel itinerary, please send an email to 
Deby. Casey is currently booked until March 16th, 2021. Please contact Deby if you would like Casey to 
visit your sewing room! 
 
Here’s a link to Laura Coia’s description of a Travelling Quilt Case 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTrRGw_uL_4&t=111s 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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“When, some years ago, Gloria told me that she was going to build 
upon her years of sewing experience, and take up "quilting", I thought 
she was telling me that she was going to take up a new hobby or a new 
craft. I was completely oblivious to the fact that what she was really 
announcing was that she was taking up membership in a tightly knit (if 
you'll pardon the expression) group of individuals whose loyalty to one 
another makes motorcycle gang members seem uncommitted, and 
whose passion for quilting activities makes members of cults look posi-
tively disinterested. As is the case with many spouses, I was completely 
unaware that there existed this parallel universe called quilting.  
However, to be completely unaware of a world-wide sub-culture oper-
ating right under our noses and in our homes is a bit obtuse even for 
husbands. But there it is, and here you are. And, most oddly, here I am. 
You might wonder how all this came to pass; I know I certainly do. 
I cannot now identify what was the first clue I detected indicating that 
Gloria had entered the fabric world equivalent of Harry Potter's Hog-
warts. It might have been the appearance of the fabric. Bundles of fab-
ric, mounds of fabric, piles of fabric, towering stacks of fabric. Fabric on 
bolts, and stacks of small squares of fabric tied up in pretty ribbons (I 
later learned these were "fat quarters" which to this day sounds to me 
like a term out of Robin Hood). The stuff just kept coming into the 
house as though it were endless waves crashing onto a beach. And 
then, just like the waves, the most amazing thing happened: it would 
simply disappear. It was as though the walls of the house simply ab-
sorbed it. Metres and metres (or as men of my generation would say, 
yards and yards) of fabric would come into the house. It would arrive in 
Gloria's arms when she returned from a shopping excursion. It would 
arrive in the post stuffed in postal packs so full that they were only kept 
together by packing tape (these overstuffed Priority Packs are the 
equivalent of me trying to fit into pants I wore in law school). These 
packages would arrive having been shipped from unheard of towns and 
villages in faraway provinces or states or overseas countries (I am con-
vinced the internet's primary activity is not to be found in pornography; 
that is just a ruse, the internet's real function is to facilitate the traffick-
ing and distribution of fabric). Wherever we went, be it in Canada, the 
U.S., Europe, wherever there was a collection of more than three hous-
es, Gloria would find a quilt shop from which she would pluck some 
prize from some bin with the enthusiasm and unerring eye of an ar-
chaeologist finding a new species of dinosaur. 
And of course, the reason that there are quilt shops everywhere is be-
cause there are quilters everywhere, and I mean EVERYWHERE. A few 
years ago, Gloria had been visiting her sister-in-law in Kelowna. While 
there, she found and purchased a Featherweight sewing machine. I 
understand that making such a find is a matter of such joy that it may 
eventually attract government taxation. When it came time to fly back 
to Calgary, Gloria worried about what the people at airport security 
would have to say when she tried to take the machine onto the plane. 
She need not have been concerned. Now, airport security takes pride in 
preventing me from carrying onto a plane a small squirt of toothpaste 
left in a rolled up toothpaste tube if the tube in which it is lodged did at 
some point in the distant past, contain a prohibited amount of tooth-
paste. My spot of toothpaste is a national security threat. However, 
when it came time for Gloria to go through security with the Feather-
weight, which is made of metal and has needles in secret compart-
ments, airport security came to a standstill. Why? Were they about to 
confiscate the machine, and detain the person who dared to try to 
board with it? Of course not. They gathered around it in awe and admi-
ration, asking Gloria questions about where she had found it, and ex-

pressing admiration for her good fortune in finding it. And why did 
Gloria get such warm treatment when I am shunned for trying to main-
tain some degree of oral hygiene? Well, the answer is obvious; the as-
sembled airport security staff were all quilters, complete with the se-
cret handshake. 
Maybe I should have twigged to what was happening when the wash-
ing of all this fabric led to having to replace our washing machine, 
which was clearly not designed for such industrial use. Now, let me 
pause here. I understand that there is an intense debate within your 
world about whether or not fabrics should be washed upon purchase. I 
do not wish to be caught in any cross-fire between the two camps, for 
all I know, as an outsider, I may not be authorized to even know of the 
controversy. I do suspect that if men were making the decision, quilting 
would involve lot less fabric washing and a lot more beer drinking.  
I did eventually discover where all the fabric went. It went into drawers, 
cupboards, shelves, and, eventually it completely filled up a closet, 
which took up one full wall in Gloria's newly built "sewing room". What 
we now call Gloria's "sewing room", we used to call "the basement". 
I have discovered that one of the art forms mastered by quilters is the 
ability to purchase container loads of fabric, conceal it in the house, 
and camouflage the purchase so that it slips right under the nose of the 
unsuspecting spouse. As a loving and obedient spouse, I have on many 
occasions found myself in quilt stores where I serve two useful func-
tions: I can reach bolts of fabric stored on top shelves; and I can carry 
numerous bolts of fabric to a cutting table. However, I have also started 
to listen to what is said in quilting stores, and one day, in a little quilting 
shop in the heart of Alberta farming country, I heard something that 
made it clear to me that quilters are so clever and, dare I say, devious, 
that there is really no sport for them in fooling we naive husbands. 
Gloria had decided to buy some fabric (which is similar to saying that 
Gloria had decided to breathe), and had gone to the till to pay for it. 
Upon running through Gloria's charge card, the clerk quietly said, 
"Now, when you get your credit card statement, don't be alarmed 
when you see an entry for our local feed store. We run our charges un-
der that name so that if a husband looks at the credit card statements, 
he will think that the entry is just something he bought at the feed 
store for the farm". That sort of financial shell game would make Gold-
man Sachs proud. I knew at that moment that there had been a major 
and probably irrevocable shift in the world's power structure. I concede 
it is basically over for the non-quilting husband.  
As you have been told, I sit as a criminal law judge, and as such I often 
find myself sitting on drug trials, or issuing search warrants in relation 
to drug investigations. I must say that the more I learned about the 
quilting world, the more I started to see similarities between that world 
and the drug world. It has caused me some concern. 
We all interpret events from our own perspectives using the lessons we 
have learned through life. When I saw the extent to which Gloria's col-
lection of fabric was growing, I began to worry. In the law relating to 
drugs, the amount of a drug one has in one's possession is an important 
factor in determining the purpose for which the person has the drug. 
For example, if a person is in possession of crack cocaine (to use a drug 
with an addictive power equivalent to fabric), one looks at the amount 
of crack the person possessed. If the amount exceeds the amount one 
would realistically possess for personal use, then one may reasonably 
draw the inference that the purpose of the possession is not personal 
use, but, rather, it is for the purpose of trafficking the drug. . So, you 
can imagine what I thought when I saw Gloria's collection of fabric 
grow to a point where she readily admitted that she could never use all 

 

 

Just for a Chuckle This is a long read but it is totally worth it if you need a laugh, and many spouses would also enjoy it. 

A speech given at a conference on quilting (Quilt Canada 2010) by Allan Fradsham, a criminal court judge in Calgary, Alberta, where the confer-
ence was held. Copied from Facebook, December 2020 via Quiltville’s Open Studio. Here's the text. It's long but amusing, and so worth a read: 
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   Just for a Chuckle - Continued from Page 14 

 
 

 

that fabric in several lifetimes. I reluctantly concluded that I was mar-
ried to a very high-level fabric trafficker. Mind you, in order to qualify 
as a trafficker, one does have to part with fabric, and I see very little 
evidence of that happening.  
In fact, the more I thought about the parallels between the quilting 
culture and the drug culture, the clearer the similarities became. Con-
sider the jargon. I have learned that this vast collection of fabric, which 
is stored in our house, is a "stash". Well, drug dealers speak of their 
"stash" of drugs. Gloria speaks of doing "piece" work. In the drug 
world there are often people who bring together the crack cocaine 
dealer and the buyer; think of a real estate agent, but not as well 
dressed, through perhaps somewhat less annoying. Those people 
speak of breaking off a "piece" of crack as payment for bringing the 
parties together. Sounds to me like a type of "piece work". Those who 
transport drugs are often called "mules"; I have frequently heard Glo-
ria refer to me as her mule when I am in a quilt store carrying stacks of 
fabric bolts (or did she say I was stubborn as a mule?). Well, it was 
something about mules. And I should think that this whole conference 
is a testimony to the addictive qualities of quilting. 
In my role as a Sherpa, I have accompanied Gloria on various quilting 
expeditions, and I have been impressed by many things. One is, as I 
have mentioned, that no matter where one goes, there will be a quilt 
store. The proliferation of quilt shops makes Starbucks outlets seem 
scarce. One day Gloria led me into a hardware store, which seemed 
odd to me, that is until I discovered that, as I walked towards the back 
of the store, the store had become a quilt shop. The metamorphosis 
was extraordinary, and very crafty (if you will pardon the pun). At that 
moment, I knew how Alice felt as she followed that rabbit down the 
rabbit hole. Suddenly, one was in a different universe.  
Another thing I have learned is that the operators of quilt shops have 
great business acumen. In one of Gloria's favourite shops, upon entry I 
am greeted by name and offered a cup of coffee. If the grandson is 
with us, he is allowed to choose a book to take home. It is all so friend-
ly that I don't even notice that I cannot see over the growing pile of 
fabric bolts which fill my arms. I wish that my doctor did such a good 
job of distracting me when it is time to do a prostate exam.  
I have learned that quilting is both international in scope and generous 
in spirit. I have learned that quilters are quick to assist those in need, 
and that they have always been prepared to stand up for what is right. 

For example, I think of Civil War quilts, which often conveyed messag-
es about the Underground railway for slaves escaping to Canada. I 
think of the One Million Pillowcase Challenge, and the Quilts of Valour 
project. At one point, I thought of suggesting the creation of an or-
ganization akin to "Doctors Without Borders", but decided that an 
organization called "Quilts Without Borders" would indeed be illogical.  
And of course, there are the resultant quilts. We have quilts through-
out the house. They adorn beds, chesterfields, the backs of chairs. 
They are stacked on shelves, they are stored in drawers, they are 
shoved under beds, they are hung on walls. There is even one on the 
ceiling of the sunroom. They compete for any space not taken up with 
the fabric, which will eventually result in more quilts. I live in a cornu-
copia, which disgorges quilts instead of produce. I have decided that 
quilts are the zucchini of crafts. But who can complain? Quite serious-
ly, each one is a work of art, and an instant family treasure. While fam-
ily members and friends are delighted to receive them, I churlishly 
begrudge seeing them go out the door. 
Though I tease Gloria about the all-consuming nature of her obses-
sion, I am constantly amazed at the skill necessary to create those 
works of art. I stand in awe as I watch her do the mathematics neces-
sary to give effect to (or correct) a pattern. When she quilts, she com-
bines the skill of an engineer, a draughtsman, a seamstress, and an 
artist. Her sewing machines require her to have, as she does, ad-
vanced computer and mechanical skills. She knows her sewing ma-
chines as well as any Hell's Angel knows his Harley. She uses measur-
ing and cutting tools and grids, which would challenge the talents of 
the best land surveyors. 
In short, I am very proud of what Gloria does, as each of you should be 
proud of your own skills and creations. They are impressive and very 
evident at this Conference. On behalf of those of us who wouldn't 
know a binding from a batting, I simply ask that when you finally and 
formally announce that have already taken over the world that you 
find some simple tasks for us to do to justify our existence. You might 
call those tasks... the QUILT PRO QUO. 
Gloria and I very much appreciate your warm hospitality this evening. 
In closing, the hotel management has asked me to remind you that 
those found cutting up the table cloths for quilting fabric will have 
their rotary cutters confiscated and forfeited to the Crown.”       

- Allan Fradsham, Criminal Court Judge, Calgary, Alberta 
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Sewing Together, But Apart Days  

Spend the day together, sharing and learning, while staying safe. 

Our Sewing Together, But Apart Days (STBA) are continuing in the New Year. We are excited to announce plans for 
January, February and March. 

Interested guild members are invited to join us on any of our STBA days. Join us for part or all of the day. We will 
spend the day sewing, sharing ideas in small and large groups, learning through video experiences and through the 
guest speakers who will join us each afternoon. 

If you are interested, please register for these days on our website through the on-line store. Detailed information 
and the Zoom link for each day will be sent to all registered participants the day before each STBA Day. 

Guest speakers during the afternoon for each of the next three months’ STBA Days include – 

Wednesday, January 13 – Penni Domikis from Fredericksburg, Virginia will share a presentation called “All 
Scrapped Out”. This presentation will feature how to make a masterpiece out of your unruly collection of scraps 
without pre-cutting or pre-pressing your fabrics. No need for pre-cut sizes. Penni will show us how to step away 
from the cutting table and ironing board and just begin sewing using our scraps. 

Wednesday, February 10 – Lori Dickman from Rockford, Illinois, will share a lecture called “My Favourite 3-D’s: 
Diamonds, Dresdens and Drunkards Paths”. Her presentation will feature over 30 of Lori’s favourite 3-D quilt de-
signs with styles that will cover every quilter’s favourites – from traditional to applique to modern and everything in 
between. 

Wednesday, March 10 – Kellie Willey of “Little Quilt Creations” from Sacramento, California is passionate about 
making miniature and small-scale quilts. She has won many awards for her little quilts. She will share tips and tech-
niques that will take the fear out of miniature quilting. She will also share many examples of her miniature quilts. 

More information about each of our STBA days can be found on our website in the on-line store. We look forward 

to having you join us. What better way to spend a wintery day than to join us for a day of sewing, socializing and 

learning! 
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“ 

 

Brandy Maslowski 

Colourways Workshop 

January 9, 2021 

9:30am to 3:30pm 

$40 

Create a beautiful fibre art piece to mount on any sized canvas or wood panel. Dive into those favorite ba-

tiks that you have tucked away in your stash and have never cut up! This class gets you to pull out all of your 

precious scraps and play with colour. Watch the patterns weave in and out with gorgeous simplicity, adding 

fibre, embellishments and fancy stitches along the way. Students finish this workshop with an art piece com-

plete and ready to hang on the wall. Sign up now at our on-line shop. There are still spots available! 
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Change  

Our guild has been functioning in a comfortable and predictable man-

ner for many years. Today’s reality brings the need for reviewing the 

manner in which we function and accomplish our mandate. 

Before going into thoughts about today, I want to share with you 

some of the history of the guild. There have been some significant 

changes over the years. We started as an evening guild. Some of us 

felt we would prefer to meet in the afternoon. Also, following the 

1990 Quilt Conference, the guild’s membership had grown and there 

was talk about capping our membership. With some difficulty, we 

convinced the executive to at least try a few afternoon sessions. They 

were successful, however the executive remained reluctant. Change 

is difficult. 

At that time, as now, smaller sewing groups grew out of the guild. Eight of us who used to sew in each oth-

er’s homes once a week discussed whatever was on our minds. This time together gave us the opportunity 

to discuss our hopes for the future of the guild. While we really wanted an afternoon meeting, we were 

more concerned about the cap on membership. 

One of the reasons for holding two sessions was to provide space for expansion. The guild can only benefit 

from the inclusion of new members. It is healthy for any organization to have such enrichment. So we decid-

ed to write a proposal on how we could help make it happen, at least on a trial basis. If it didn’t work, so be 

it. We wrote up the proposal and each of us volunteered for jobs to ease the transition. And the rest is histo-

ry. 

But history has a habit of continuing. Eventually, the guild felt the need for a website. So Jan Hember’s hus-

band, Jamie, set it up and ran it for a few years. In February 2006 after a few tutorials with Jamie, and with 

some trepidation, I took it over. This challenging change let to a new executive position being created, Web-

site and Email Manager. (continued on the next page) 

SYNONYMS from the Oxford online 
dictionary for “change”: 

alter, make different, become differ-

ent, undergo a change, make altera-

tions to, adjust, make adjustments to, 

adapt, turn, amend, improve, modify, 

convert, revise, recast, reform, re-

shape, refashion, redesign, restyle, 

revamp, rework, remake, remodel, 

remould, redo, reconstruct, reorganize, 

reorder, refine, reorient, , vary, trans-

form, transfigure, transmute, metamor-

phose, undergo a sea change, evolve 
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Change (Continued from page 18) 

A number of years later, the guild was concerned about its finances and was considering an increase in fees, 

while also looking for ways to cut costs. It was suggested that the newsletter no longer be printed, but dis-

tributed via email or posted on the website. We still had some members who did not have internet access, 

so they would receive them via Canada Post. They were copied in black and white. Initially the guild covered 

the cost. In the most recent years another cost-cutting measure was to require SASE’s from those members 

wishing to have newsletters mailed. Another change.  

We are at a new crossroads in the manner in which we address the needs of our membership and maintain 

our mandate. We are meeting online. We are learning online. We are sewing together online. We are paying 

for workshops and Sewing Together But Apart days online. This has been and continues to be an enormous 

change. There is a learning curve. And, not all of us are comfortable with this. We are quilters and prefer the 

intricacies preformed with a needle and thread to the intricacies of the internet. 

We have been fortunate that we have a member who is comfortably conversant with the internet and in 

particular, the Zoom platform. By coincidence, she happens to be our president. At this time there are likely 

only a few us who could take on the technical aspect of what she is doing. However, there are may of us 

who could take on the role of president. So it appears a new position on the executive is now appropriate. 

Perhaps it will be called Online Gathering Manager. 

While we are all looking forward to gathering together 

in person, there have been many most enjoyable and 

unique benefits to meeting online. When the pandemic 

is over, will we wish to go back solely to how it “used to 

be”? Will we want to maintain some of those online 

benefits? Will there be another change in our future 

that combines the best of both worlds? I, for one, would 

love to have our committee and executive meetings 

online. It would be wonderful to be inspired by speakers 

from great distances once in a while whom we could not 

afford to have in person. Perhaps the “once in a while” 

speakers could be in the winter months? 

How long we will be sheltering at home remains to be 

seen. I am so thankful that our guild has chosen to make 

the best of a difficult situation and embraced the possi-

bilities of what is available on the internet. Yes, the 

change has not been easy, but what has not changed is 

the strength and vibrancy of the Waterloo County Quilt-

ers’ Guild. - Kathy Bissett 

One more quilt for the Better Tent City, donated by 

Helene Doerfler. 

At the moment, because of the current lockdown, 

they are not accepting any more quilts.  

We’ll let you know when we can start donating 

them again. 

- Marg Sandiford 



 20 

Scraps of Wisdom - January 2021                                                                                                                               Waterloo County Quilters Guild 

On December 8th, Inge Ford was invited to be part of an official presentation of some of 

the stuffed animals and quilts to one of the organizations receiving our donations. This 

sweet someone, from Monica House, is pictured here, receiving her gift.  

Some of the quilts are pictured below as well as bears with their own masks and other 

gifts that guild members included. Inge was interviewed by Rogers TV, which will be 

aired at a later date. 
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Elected Officers of the Guild 2020-2021 
President:  Inge Ford 
Vice President:  Jean McFarlane 
Treasurer:  Andrea Heimrich 
Assistant Treasurer: Laura Huras  
Secretary:  Doris Martin  
Past President:  Deby Wettges 

Standing Committees  
Historian:  Alin Chan 
Librarians:  Jean Simpson & Donna McKay 
Membership:  Madeline Hughes (E)  
                              Pat Lockyer (E)  
                              Kitty Mitchell (E)  
                              Betty Anne Scott (A)  
                             Bettie Schuurman  
Newsletter:  Marg Sandiford  
                           Pat Lockyer - Mailings  
Advertising Coordinator : Marg Sandiford 
Program & Workshops: Barbara Pye,  
  Sandra Bussey, Sylvia Fernley & 
   Cathy Jurchuk 
Quilt Exhibit: Elaine LaRonde & Inge Ford, 
   Co-chairs 
Website: Kathy Bissett  

Month Day Activity 

January 9 Colourways Workshop with Brandy Maslowski  

Register online 

January  13 Sewing Together But Apart 

January 20 January Guild Meeting Online 7pm with speaker Kathleen 

O’Flaherty 

January 30 Panel Palooza  Workshop with Cindy McChesney Part 1 

February 6 Panel Palooza  Workshop with Cindy McChesney Part 2 

February 10 Sewing Together But Apart 

February 17 February Guild Meeting Online 7pm with speaker Kelly 

DuMaresq 

March 10 Sewing Together But Apart 

Our website: http://www.wcquiltersguild.on.ca/ 

Upcoming ONLINE Speaker and Workshop Information 

January 9 - Colourways Workshop with Brandy 

Maslowski 

January 20 - Kathleen O’Flaherty 

January 30 - Panel Palooza with Cyndy 

McChesney PT.1 

February 6 - Panel Palooza with Cyndy 

McChesney PT.2 

February 17 - Kelly DuMaresq 

March 17 - Anna Hergert 

April 21 - Bill Stearman 

May 19 - Lorraine Roy 

June 16 - Surprise Guest Speaker 

Newsletter Deadline for February 2021 issue is January 28, 2021 

The Quilting Months Ahead... 
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