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The Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild 
provides an opportunity for quilters to 
learn in a supportive, sharing, social 
environment. We encourage you to get 
the most out of your membership by 
becoming more deeply involved in the 
guild. 
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President’s Message :  
“Quilt Whisperer” 

Do you have a quilt whisperer on speed dial? Perhaps with the 
cyber technology, it is someone on facebook or a person you con-
tact through twitter or on your favorite blog. A quilt whisperer—a 
person whom you call upon to look, really look at your quilt and 
will honestly tell you that the border doesn’t work, or the yellow 
fabric is the wrong choice, or the pattern needs adjustment, or 
that everything is wonderful. We all need such a person in our 
lives. Maybe it is your partner, your son or daughter, a friend from 
the guild, the wonderful sales person at the quilt store, or the best 
quilt whisperer of all, a grandchild, the one who loves you the 
most and will give you the fastest uninhibited response. Call your 
quilt whisperer today—say ‘thank you’ for their support, make a 
date and bring them to the quilt exhibit. See you there. 
- Lilla Hall, President 

DON’T FORGET TO SIGN IN AT THE MEMBERSHIP 
DESK AND GET YOUR DOOR PRIZE DRAW TICKET! It is 
important for fire regulations that we know how 
many people we have in the community centre, espe-
cially during the afternoon meetings. 

SCRAPS OF WISDOM 
One of Joni Newman’s designs,       

see page 2 Quirks and Quilts 
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October Program - Joni Newman, Quirks and Quilts                           
Joni Newman is a quilt and craft pattern designer who has had a life-long passion for fabric and embellish-
ments. She has been sharing her love with adults and children through courses for over 20 years and has re-
cently launched a pattern company, “Quirks & Quilts” and designs patterns for Northcott. Her website is 
www.QuirksAndQuilts.com. 

Joni Newman Workshop 
Thursday, October 19th 

9am - 4pm 

At Mannheim 

Joni Newman will be our guest speaker at Octo-
ber’s guild meeting and she will conduct a work-
shop the following day, making ‘Sunflowers”, 
utilizing fusible web and thread work. The sun-

flower petals are floppy and are held together by the flower centre. The workshop will be an all-day class 
with the dimensional flower part in the morning and fused flowers in the afternoon. There is no prep 
work required. The cost will be $40 per person with a maximum of 20 students.  

There are still a couple of open spots available for this workshop. Please contact Darlene Yanke if you are 
interested in participating. 

- Your Programme Committee 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Desktop
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If you know of a  
guild member who has 

become ill, please let our 
secretary, Robin Bogaert 
know so she can send a 

get well card  
from all of us. 

CLASSIFIEDS 

LOST, misplaced or accidently picked up              
at either Mannheim or perhaps the retreat in 
May 2017, a 15½” square Omni grid ruler. Could 
you please check to see if you have an extra one 
with your quilting tools?  Thank you in advance,                                          
Kitty Mitchell 519-893-8132 
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Quilt Exhibit October 13th & 14th, 2017 

Just a few last minute items regarding our exhibit 
 Please be sure you have your quilts in their pillow cases with the appropriate tags 

attached, as per Jan Hember’s instructions in September’s newsletter, when you bring 
them in on Thursday, October 12, between 7:45 and 9:30am. 

 When you need to take a break while working at the exhibit, there will be a place set 
up in the old tearoom (where we take in the quilts and do the dishes) with treats for 
you. You can sit, have a cup of coffee from the pot and make yourselves a cup of tea. 
We are hoping to save space in the tearoom for guests. If you bring a guest, you would, 
of course, be welcome to join your guest in the tearoom for a cup of tea. 

 We are still in need of people to clean the PVC racks once they arrive at 6pm on 
Wednesday, October 11 and people to help take the exhibit down after 5pm on Satur-
day, October 14. If you are able to help with this, please contact Jean Carberry or Marg 
Sandiford. 

 For your convenience (volunteers and 
vendors), we have asked the local Time-
less Café for their menu, from which you 
may order. Have your cash ready with the 
order before 10:30am and their delicious 
meals will be ready for you in the RIM 
kitchen, so that you don’t have to worry 
about bringing your lunch for Friday or 
Saturday. There will be order forms in the 
kitchen for both days. Bonnie has volun-
teered to take care of this service, should 
you like to participate. 

      - Bonnie Murdoch and Ruthanne Snider 
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WOW! We had 37 UFO’s registered 
at the afternoon meeting and          
9 during the evening meeting! 

Things to remember:  

1. October is the last month to register your 
UFO’s. 

2. If you haven’t already paid your $2 to regis-
ter each of your UFO’s, please remember to 
do so at our October meetings.  

3. If your UFO is finished and shown in October or November, your name will be placed in a 
draw to win a semi-fabulous prize. The draw will take place at our November meeting. If 
you finish your UFO’s by the June meeting, your name will go into the draw to be held 
then. This will include the November winner’s name as well. So ladies, let’s get busy and 
get them done. - Doreen Bone 

SCRAP FABRIC 
AND BATTING 
FOR STUFFING 

Is anyone inter-
ested in fabric 
and batting scraps 
that would be 
suitable for 
stuffing projects? 
Please contact  
Judy Siegner 
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Mini Round Robin Group 
It looks like we’re going to have some beautiful 
Mini Round Robin quilts as 15 members are partici-
pating. The October meetings will be your last 
chance to register for this group. 

Here's how a Round Robin works. Each of you makes a 
12 1/2 inch block. It will finish as 12 inches. You make 
any pattern and colour you like. When your block is 
handed in to me add a fat quarter so those who work 
on your block can use in the borders or just get colour 
ideas from it. I'll assign 4 members to work on the bor-
ders. The first person will add a 2 1/2 inch border, the 
second will add a 1 1/2 inch border, the 3rd will add a 4 
1/2 border and the 4th and final border will be 3 1/2 
inches. Borders can be anything the assigned person 
wishes except just stripes of fabric. It can be pieced, 
paper pieced or appliqued. The quilts will be mailed to 
the next person to work on. We'll have until the June 

meeting to get the 4 borders added and back in the hands of the owner.  

Please remember to bring your 12 ½  inch block and fat quarter for me to the October meeting. I’ll be mailing the 
blocks to the first person to work on by the end of October. Any questions my phone number is 519-998-1033.  

- Doreen Bone 
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BEE DAY FOR SMILE QUILTS ON NOVEMBER 11, 2017 

Our Bee Day this year is Saturday, November 11, 2017 at the Mannheim Community Centre (directions are 
in the members' handbook) from 9:30am to approximately 4:00pm. Tea and coffee will be available. (As this 
is Remembrance Day, we will have a moment of reflection at 11:00am.) There will be a sign up sheet at the 
Smile Quilts table for you to register. 

Bring your sewing machine, supplies and lunch. We will have batting, flannel and labels there, so just place 
your orders and we will fill them. This is a fun social for a good cause. 

One important note about LABELS for the back of each quilt. We have to have labels on the back, so if you 
don’t apply one, the committee will have to do it. There is an example in our members’ handbook under 
“Outreach”. The parents of the children who receive these quilts like to know from whence they come. Also, 
sometimes, we get notes of thanks and the hospital doesn’t have time to give out our address. Many of our 
members put their own labels on, but we have small labels you can apply if you prefer. These labels are at 
the Smile Quilts table during every afternoon and evening meeting. 

Smile Quilts Committee - Joan, Helene, Peggy, Marilyn, Elaine and Merlin 
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Professional Guild Members 

Any guild members who provide a quilt-related ser-
vice or operate a quilt related business have an oppor-
tunity to be listed on our website under “Member 
Professionals”. Please review existing member listings 
to see what to include. 

the big C by Millie Cummings, 
Guild member from Fergus ON 

Congratulations, Millie for having your quilt included in The Grand 
National 2017 OH! CANADA!  

Artist’s statement - A new diagnosis of the big C gives me a whole 
new appreciation of the privilege of being Canadian, and in particular, 
of the treasure of universal Medicare. Thank you, Canada! 

Millie incorporated cotton, silk organza, cheesecloth, cardboard and 
plastic ID bracelets. She used hand appliqué , machine piecing, ma-
chine quilting, tying with surgical knots and photo transferring onto 
the silk organza.  

You can see this creation at our exhibit on October 13 & 14.  

My apologies for not including Millie’s wall hanging in the mid summer 
edition of the newsletter with all the other OH! CANADA entries. 
     - Marg Sandiford 
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Many	of	you	may	remember	last	guild	season	when	we	had	a	presentation	by	staff	representative,	Ashley	
Hendricks,	about	Victim’s	Services	in	our	Community	and	then	Robin	Bogaert	from	our	own	guild	cited	some	
examples	from	her	work	with	the	City	of	Windsor.	Eileen	Fennel	also	spoke	about	this	at	the	evening	guild	meeting.	
	
The	City	of	Waterloo	has	generously	provided	us	with	a	Community	Project	Grant	specifically	for	the	purpose	of	
making	quilts	for	Victims	in	our	community	in	partnership	with	Victim’s	Services.	At	the	end	of	the	presentation	an	
“Expression	of	Interest”	page	was	sent	around	and	over	40	guild	members	signed	up	to	support	this	project	by	
agreeing	to	volunteer	in	some	capacity.	We	are	so	thankful	for	this!	
	
A	committee	of	5	guild	members	has	formed	to	head	up	this	initiative	and	these	members	are:	Marg	Sandiford,	Lilla	
Hall,	Darlene	Yanke,	Eileen	Fennel	and	Robin	Bogaert.	They	will	purchase	fabric,	batting	and	backings,	assemble	
kits	and	coordinate	a	project	workshop.	Thank	you	to	all	of	these	ladies	for	stepping	forward	to	launch	this	
initiative!	
	

The	Victims	Services	Project	has	been	named!	Based	on	a	quote	by	Audrey	Hepburn	
“Nothing	is	Impossible",	the	statement	itself	says	“I’M	POSSIBLE”.	

	
We	are	calling	this	the	"I’M	POSSIBLE	Project"	in	order	to	convey	a	positive	and	motivating	message	to	the	
victims/recipients	of	our	quilts.	Thanks	to	Darlene	Yanke	for	suggesting	this.	
	
A	decision	about	the	type(s)	of	quilts	was	also	made.		As	most	of	the	recipients	of	our	quilts	will	be	adult	and	
female	we	have	decided	to	use	very	identifiable,	traditional	quilt	blocks	that	convey	a	comforting	and	perhaps	
nostalgic	message.	We	are	hoping	to	present	some	of	these	quilts	by	the	end	of	2017.	The	quilt	blocks	are	
friendship	stars,	nine-patches	and	log	cabins.		The	log	cabin	will	stand-alone	as	a	Log	Cabin	Quilt,	with	lots	of	
layout	potential.	The	friendship	star	and	nine-patch	blocks	will	be	combined	creating	the	Friendship	Stars	&	
Chains	quilts.	Samples	of	these	blocks	and	construction	will	be	shown	at	the	October	guild	meeting.	

See	suggested	layouts	below:	
The	Quilts:	

																																									Log	Cabin	Quilt																																																														Friendship	Stars	&	Chains	Quilt	

																				 																																						 	
																																	quilt	size	=	70	x	84																																																																quilt	size=	60	x	84	

					The	“I’M	POSSIBLE”	Project					 	

for	Victims	Services	
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The	Blocks:	
Log	Cabin	14”	finished																																													Nine	Patch	6"finished																																			Friendship	Star	6"finished	

																																					 																																				 																									
	

How	can	you	get	involved	in	this	fantastic	project	to	help	those	who	have	

been	victimized	in	our	community?	
	

• Pick	up	a	block	kit	at	the	next	guild	meeting	Oct.	18,	2017	and/or	Nov.	15	
	

• Complete	your	block	from	your	kit	at	home	or……..	
	

• Pick	up	instructions	only	at	the	guild	and	make	blocks	from	your	own	fabric	at	home	(please	follow	
colour	guidelines	in	the	pattern	so	our	quilts	are	consistent).	

	
• Make	additional	blocks	(as	many	as	you	like)	using	our	pattern	guidelines	

	
• Attend	our	“I’M	POSSIBLE	Project”	workshop	(date	and	time	to	be	announced	at	the	next	guild	

meeting).		The	workshop	is	to	be	held	at	the	Waterloo	Regional	Police	Detachment	Community	
Room,	Corner	of	Columbia	and	Weber	Streets	in	Waterloo.		Please	bring	your	own	machine	and	
tools.		Irons	will	be	provided.	

	
• We	will	make	blocks	and	assemble	quilts	at	this	workshop.	Instruction	will	be	provided.	

	
• Lunch	and	treats	will	be	provided	at	the	workshop	at	no	cost	to	you.	

	
• You	will	enjoy	easy	quilt	block	construction,	great	conversation	and	a	sense	of	pride	in	your	work	

and	in	helping	your	community!	
	

***	Also	Important	***	
If	you	cannot	make	it	to	the	workshop	but	want	to	participate	in	some	way:	We	need	quilting	volunteers,	binding	
assistance,	donations	of	fabric,	batting	etc.			
	
Fabric	donations	should	be	white	to	cream	backgrounds	and	medium	to	dark	strips,	2½”	strips	(nine	

patch),	2⅞”	strips	(friendship	stars)	and	2½”	strips	(log	cabin)	.We	welcome	and	appreciate	any	help!	

					The	“I’M	POSSIBLE”	Project					 	

for	Victims	Services	-Continued	
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Smile Quilts Committee News 
This committee is pleased to announce that we now have a committee member that will be 
manning the Smile Quilts table at the EVENING MEETINGS: Welcome Merlin McKae. 

We will have the batting, backing and labels there for you to place orders and to hand in fin-
ished quilts. We will not be cutting anything at evening meetings, but you will be able to see 
the flannel and make your choice of colour and batting. Merlin will be at the table from 6:30 
to 7:00 when she will put things away. It is too late after the meeting to put things away, but 
orders can be placed before 7:00 and they will be at the table at the next meeting for you to 
pick up. 

 - Smile Quilts Committee - Joan, Helene, Peggy, Marilyn, Elaine & Merlin 

Diane Carson is leading a trip into 
Amish country for the AQS Quilt Show 
in Lancaster, PA, March 20 - 24, 2018. 

Judy Siegner has further details. 

 

Chantal of Hyggeligt Fabrics in St 
Marys is planning a trip to 
France in April 2018 for 
“Pour I’Amour du Fil”. 
Check her website for         
details: 

                     www.hyggeligt.ca 

Bus Trips 
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The Cotton Harvest Quilt 
Shop is honoured to 
host, for the FIRST TIME 
EVER IN CANADA, The 
Cherrywood Challenge 
Quilt Exhibit! 

Karla Overland, owner 
of Cherrywood Hand 
Dyed Fabrics in Brainerd, 
Minnesota has given 
consent for “The 2017 
Cherrywood Challenge - 
Van Gogh” to travel to 
Seaforth, Ontario. Artists from all over the world were invited to take the challenge to create 
small quilts using the same fabric, same colour, same size and same theme. The variety and 
inspiration that blossomed from this simple idea has been nothing short of amazing in the 
quilting world and beyond. Karla has worked in collaboration with Bohin France to create this 
latest challenge - Van Gogh. 

The Cotton Harvest Quilt Shop of Seaforth, Ontario is proud to be the first to display this in-
ternational exhibit after its initial reveal  at  Quilt Market in Houston, Texas. All 120 miniature 
art quilts will travel to the Seaforth Legion in November before heading off to tour both the 
United States and France. 

This could be your once-in-a-lifetime chance to view an exhibit of this calibre. Please plan to 
visit Seaforth, Ontario from November 30 to December 2, 2017. 
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Some guild members are sensitive to 
scents:  

Please refrain from wearing  perfume 

Library News 

We are so fortunate to have the wonderful library 
that we have. Over many years, our guild has had 
a commitment to supplying our members with ex-
cellent materials. There’s lots of inspiration availa-
ble on the upper level at Albert McCormick. 

This year we will offer our library challenge again. 
If you complete a project that was inspired by one 
of the books in our library, make sure to enter it in 
the notebook on the checkout table. Please in-
clude the book title and author. We would also 
enjoy seeing it at ‘show and tell’. There will be a 
draw of one name in June from among those en-
tered. There will be a prize! 

We would encourage our members to suggest li-
brary materials. We would welcome any ideas you 
present. You may want to check first to make sure 
we don’t already own the book. There is a link to a 
catalogue of our library materials on our website 
membership page. We have started ordering new 
materials. We’ll let you know when they arrive. 

- Judy and Kathy 

Mannheim Sewing Circle - Wednesday, October 11, 2017 9am - 4pm 
Quilters and food go together like sausages and sauerkraut, right? Well, at the Mannheim Sewing Circle, they 
sure do! 

In October, we will be enjoying our usual Oktoberfest lunch. For $3, you can purchase a sausage and bun, 
with sauerkraut and mustard. If you are planning to attend, please RSVP to Tamara (tamara@redmaples.ca) 
so we can be sure to have the right amount of food—and let her know if you need a gluten-free option. 
Attendees are welcome to contribute salads, desserts, etc. 

Don’t forget to pack the sewing project of your choice. Tea and coffee will be available. Your $4 contribution 
helps pay for the cost of the room rental. Directions to the Mannheim Community Centre can be found on 
the guild website, or in your members’ handbook. 

Questions about which thread to use 
with what fabric? 

Check out the Superior Threads website 
https://www.superiorthreads.com/reference-guides/ 

Thanks, Darlene Yanke, for finding this info! 

Thanks, Helene Doerfler! 
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Doors open for guild meetings at 12:45 in the afternoon and 6:30 in the 
evening. Unless you are involved in setting up the room, please do not 
arrive until after the above mentioned times so those setting up have 
room to work. Thank you! 

PAL Quilts 

These are the charity 
quilts destined for both 
friendship and palliative 
purposes. See the hand-
book for details or con-
tact Judy Siegner.  

CHALLENGE : 50 
QUILTS WANTED 

Please help up 
construct the 

“Leaning Tower”  
of quilts 

 
             Watch the TOWER grow! 
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With changes in technology and communication advances, it 
is time for the WCQG to update our logo.  

The President’s Challenge this year will give all members an 
opportunity to have input and to try their hand at creating a 
new logo. Let your imagination wander and think outside the 
box for a logo that will be flexible and serviceable to span 
print images as well as electronic capabilities. It should be ap-
pealing in both colour and black and white, flexible for enlarg-
ing on posters and small enough for facebook and twitter. It 
will be a symbol to reflect the guild in all 
types of communication we use today. 
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 Program Outline 2017-2018 
So much happening this guild year! 

October - Joni Newman  - Quirks and Quilts 

November - Christmas Potluck 

December - no meeting, Happy Holidays! 

January - Angela Grasse, Trunk Show 

February - Audrey Vrooman, Trunk Show 

March - Debbie Biernes 

April - Rita Ferber - Fabric Please! 

May - Susan Clarke 

June - Annual General Meeting, evening only 

 

  

Month Day Activity 

October 11 Mannheim Sewing Circle 9 - 4, unloading the 
truck and washing PVC at RIM 6pm 

October  12 Exhibit/Show set up day 

October 13-14 WCQG Quilt Exhibit/Show at RIM Park 

October  18 Regular guild meetings 

October 19 Joni Newman workshop at Mannheim 

November 8 Mannheim Sewing Circle 

November 11 Smile Quilt Bee at Mannheim 

November 15 Regular guild meetings and Christmas Potluck 

November 30 The Van Gogh Cherrywood Challenge 2017 in 
Seaforth until December 2 

Elected Officers of the Guild 2016-2017 
President:  Lilla Hall 
Vice President:  Deby Wettges 
Treasurer:  Darlene Yanke   
Secretary:  Robin Bogaert  
Past President:  Eileen Fennell  
Standing Committees  
Historian:  Ruth Hicks  
Librarians:  Judy Pearce & Kathy Janzen  
Membership:  Madeline Hughes (E)  
                              Pat Lockyer (E)  
                              Kitty Mitchell (E)  
                              Betty Anne Scott (A)  
                             Bettie Schuurman  
Newsletter:  Marg Sandiford  
                           Pat Lockyer - Mailings  
Advertising Coordinator : Marg Sandiford 
Program & Workshops: Bonnie Murdoch 
  Carol Ross Williamson & 
  Darlene Yanke 
Quilt Exhibit: Bonnie Murdoch, Co-chair 
  & Ruthanne Snider, Co-chair  
Website: Kathy Bissett  
Facebook: Marg Sandiford  

Our website: http://www.wcquiltersguild.on.ca/ 

 Quilting Months Ahead 


