
Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild – Maintains Strong Community Outreach while 
Staying Connected Virtually 

The Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild with a membership of 240 quilters has traditionally 
fostered a strong community outreach program. Beginning in early April the guild stepped up 
and eagerly embraced the requests received from more than 20 community organizations and 
agencies by sewing over 12,000 cloth masks, 800 scrub caps and 330 hospital gowns. In a 
combined effort with the Kitchener Days for Girls group, and distribution support from the 
Mennonite Central Committee, an additional 4300 cloth masks were donated to Indigenous 
Communities in Ontario, some as far as away as north of Sudbury. This massive undertaking of 
making over 16,000 masks took place from April to June. The more we sewed, the more 
requests seemed to arrive in our email. Requests came from retirement homes, grocery store 
workers, supportive housing agencies, group homes, long term care homes, hospital workers 
and many more.  

In addition to the above contributions during COVID-19, the guild members have also continued 
with their regular community outreach programs. The local hospice centres received 62 quilts 
and almost 100 table runners for use in these palliative care centres. Grand River Hospital 
received 182 Smile Quilts – which are given to children undergoing treatment for cancer or 
other serious illnesses, to provide warmth and comfort. The guild also provides “Touch Quilts” 
which are distributed by the Alzheimer Society of K-W.  

Before COVID-19, the quilt guild held regular monthly meetings at Albert McCormick 
Community Centre in Waterloo. Due to the physical distancing challenges that were imposed, 
the guild members took a leap of faith and moved their meetings to the on-line format using 
Zoom. Even though the guild has a high percentage of seniors who might find technology 
somewhat intimidating, participation has been high as members continue to meet virtually 
while practicing social distancing measures. Our most recent meeting provided an opportunity 
for the guild members to experience having a speaker join the group from Calgary and several 
guild members who are currently out of the country were able to participate – from as far as 
away as the Netherlands. Some members were initially hesitant about moving on-line, but with 
some practice, coaching and support, the transition has been smooth. The guild has now also 
hosted two full day sewing experiences on-line featuring guest speakers and opportunities to 
continue to connect with friends and quilting colleagues. The guild members have confidently 
and successfully adapted to change stepping into a new comfort zone. As a guild we are 
anticipating an exciting on-line journey in the year ahead filled with wonderful opportunities to 
have speakers share their expertise, maintain friendships and social experiences and to 
continue to enjoy our quilting hobby, keeping our hands busy, our minds occupied, and staying 
safe while maintaining our community outreach programs.  


