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The Waterloo County Quilters’ 
Guild provides an opportunity 
for quilters to learn in a sup-
portive, sharing, social environ-
ment. We encourage you to get 
the most out of your member-
ship by becoming more deeply 
involved in the guild. 

May 2021 

Volume 38, Issue 7 

All In-person Guild Meetings 
including Mannheim Sewing  
Circle and Workshops have 
been cancelled until further 

notice 

SCRAPS OF  
WISDOM 

President’s Message: Resiliency and Hope 

In the last year, our guild has demonstrated such resiliency. It was a year ago this month that 
we introduced Zoom to our guild members. We held practice sessions to help guild members 
become comfortable using the new platform and planned for our first on-line guild meeting. 
We also introduced the Sewing Together, But Apart days as well, as a way to gather socially, 
learn from guest speakers and as a vehicle to practice and familiarize ourselves with Zoom. 
Our journey over the last year has been a true demonstration of our guild’s resiliency. 

It has also been a year of hope and renewal, as we faced lockdowns, sewed masks, enjoyed 
new experiences on-line with amazing speakers and wonderful workshops, and most recent-
ly, many have received their first vaccinations. We are now eagerly anticipating  and hoping 
for a brighter summer ahead, especially as we witness the greening of our environment and 
the beginnings of new growth in our gardens. 

This is also the time of year when we encourage our members to renew their guild member-
ships for the next year. I encourage you to carefully read the detailed information on the pre-
ceding pages of this newsletter about how to renew your membership. The Program Com-
mittee is in the process of finalizing the guest speakers and workshops for next year. It looks 
like a wonderful lineup of exciting activities! You will not want to miss out, so be sure to get 
your renewal submitted. 

All entries for the President’s Challenge are due May 10th. Please take a photo of your entry 
and sent it to Kathy Bissett on or before that date. Please include any comments or descrip-
tions when you send your photo. Kathy will prepare a slide show of the entries. A few days 
later, all members will receive an email with the slide show for you to view. You will be able 
to select your favorite project, and using the link provided in the email, you will be able to go 
to “Survey Monkey” where you will be able to vote for your choice. The project receiving the 
greatest number of votes will receive a very unique  prize—the first time we are able to offer 
this. It will be a gift certificate/coupon for $25.00 that can be used in our guild’s on-line store, 
which can be used toward the purchase of anything in our on-line store, e.g. membership 
renewal, workshops, STBA days, etc. There is still time to enter. 

Members of our guild are invited to participate in the Global Quilt Connections “All Star Quilt 
Event”, which takes place on May 22 & 23 from 3 - 6pm. Our guild has covered the registra-
tion cost for our membership. Several days before the event you will receive the necessary 
Zoom log-in and additional information. Be sure to read page 16 in this newsletter, where 
you will find the list of quilt teachers who will be presenting. It should be a fun learning expe-
rience. 

 Stay safe, everyone. Happy quilting. Inge Ford  

 

Time to  

Renew Your 

Guild  

Membership 
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May Speaker - Lorraine Roy 

Woven Woods: Of Roots and 

Threads 

Lorraine was introduced to fabric arts at an early 

age which led to a full time career in art textiles. 

She graduated with a BSc in Agriculture, majoring in 

Ornamental Horticulture and has been studying de-

velopments in tree research since graduating. Combining her love of fabrics and 

science, Lorraine creates images in fabric using raw edged machine appliqué tech-

niques and embroidery to create wall hangings and framed pieces inspired by the 

biology, mythology and symbolism of trees. 

Joining us from the beautiful Niagara Es-

carpment, Lorraine will share her presen-

tation about the making and the science 

behind the Woven Woods exhibition that 

will be at the Homer Watson Gallery from 

May 21st to August 29th, 2021.  

This promises to be an interesting 

evening! 

For more information about Lorraine and her amazing work, go to: 

https://www.lroyart.com/ and             

https://www.facebook.com/LRoyArt 

 

 

 

 

‘Burning’ 

‘Woodland Tamaracks’ 

‘Pod Party’ ‘Call of the Heart’ 
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Member Photo          

Directory 2021/2022  

Over the next couple of months, you 

will be renewing your memberships. If 

you would also like to have an updated 

headshot in the next Photo Directory, I 

will be accepting images through the 

end of July. For those of you who 

joined the guild after we completed 

the 2020/2021 directory, please send 

me your headshots.  

Please send high resolution images. 

Colour or black & white images are   

fine.  

Send your images to                          

kathleenbissett@me.com 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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Internet Resources for Quilters 

Prepared by Inge Ford  

The internet is an amazing source of information, entertainment and learning opportunities. I hope you enjoy the selec-

tions provided here. 

American Quilters’ Society “All Star” Interviews 

Liz Hammonds, AQS Director of Education, hosts a series of videos that were developed as a way to provide some alter-

natives during COVID-19. In these videos, she meets with and interviews the quilt industry’s biggest “stars” as they tell 

stories and showcase some of their favorite quilts. Many of the videos begin with a tour of the quilter’s sewing space 

and home. So, grab a cup of your favorite beverage and check out these videos. The following are direct links to the 

video interviews of some of my favorites: 

Interview with Kimberley Einmo, well-known quilter and Craftsy teacher 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBywPuxEI_s 

Interview with Edyta Sitar 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18VWgwt73Ag 

Interview with Ricky Tims 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lcqxi7aUXs4 

Interview with Alex Anderson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0LtKHjWZxA 

 

Other quilters included in this series are Karen Kay Buckley, 

Linda Hahn, Eleanor Burns, Cindy Needham, Susan Cleveland, 

and more. Just Google “AQS quilting stars” and you will find 

all of them 

Gudrun Erla of GE Designs and “Tipsy Tuesdays” 

Are you a fan of Gudrun Erla of GE Designs? Gudrun was born and raised in Iceland and currently 

lives in Minnesota. She has authored 21 books, designed many patterns and is sought after inter-

nationally as a speaker and teacher. Gudrun produces a regular video called “Tipsy Tuesdays” 

where she shares tips and strategies and quilt-alongs. On April 27th she celebrated her 100th epi-

sode. She also included a clip on how to bind a 60 degree corner by machine. She is the designer 

of the well known Stripology rulers which she demonstrates in some of her videos. Click this link 

to access her 100th video. This will also take you to her other videos on her you tube channel.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EqA2c_Ci4IY 

 

Celebrate Mom! 5 Great Projects for Mother’s Day 

Many of us follow the Missouri Star Quilt Company for Jenny’s tutorials, but do you also follow 

their regular blog postings? The most recent post features five projects they have selected to 

celebrate Mother’s Day with links to the tutorials. Click here to view the ideas suggested and 

then watch the tutorials: 

https://blog.missouriquiltco.com/celebrate-mom-5-quilt-projects-for-mothers-day/ 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Due to the current provincial lockdown, library books will not be available this month. We’ll 

keep you updated as to when this service resumes. 

Spinoff Workshop with Daisy Aschehoug 

Dates: Saturday, June 19th and 26th 

Time: 9:30am - 12pm 

Cost: $75 for both sessions 

Maximum Participants: 20 

The ‘Spinoff Quilt’ is perfect for quilters new to piecing 

with curves. The class includes the basics of sewing a pre-

cise quarter-circle square, and we’ll  talk about how to 

achieve an accurate circle for the centre of the quilt de-

sign. The class will cover strategies for selecting fabric, tips 

and tricks for curved piecing and alternate arrangements 

to create different effects. ‘Spinoff’ finishes at 45” square. 

Class fee includes pattern pdf for digital download. Regis-

ter now at our online store. 

WORKSHOP!  

Our Virtual Vendor for May is 

K & A Quilt Studio, Ingersoll, Ontario 

https://www.kaquiltstudio.com/ 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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2021 Feature Quilt - Springtime in Ontario 

Renske Helmuth is no stranger to the New Hamburg Mennonite Relief Sale (NHMRS) Quilt Auction. Her exquisite quilts 

have achieved legendary status at the sale. Each of the eight quilts she has donated has been the featured quilt of the 

year and has received top bid, including Kaleidoscope of Nations (2003) which sold for a record-breaking $44,000, and 

Threads of Africa (2015) which went for $42,000. 

In previous years, Renske—with help from her friends at the Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild and Listowel Mennonite 

Church—has designed and produced each quilt especially for the Relief Sale. This year, however, she is breaking with 

tradition and offering a special award winning quilt from her own collection that she created 20 years ago. (continued) 
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“Springtime in Ontario” features fifteen panels of exquisitely hand-appliquéd flowers common in Ontario. “Most of 

these are flowers around the farm and in my garden,” says Renske. Her choice of flowers was constrained by several 

variables. “I love tulips, but they didn’t fit [within the pattern of the quilt],” recalls Renske. “You can also only go so far 

when working with fabric—you are limited by the available colours.” The quilt was designed, hand appliquéd and hand 

embroidered by Renske herself, while Minerva Clemmer finished it off by hand-quilting the top, batting and back to-

gether. 

In the early 2000’s Renske took “Springtime in Ontario” on the road, sub-

mitting it to quilting shows across North America when it won numerous 

awards, including: 

 1st Prize (Canada) - World Quilt Competition in Lansing, Michigan 

 1st Prize - Traditional Large - National Juried Show (Quilt Canada) in 

Edmonton, Alberta 

 1st Prize and Viewer’s Choice awards at the Ontario Juried Show 

 Honourable Mention in the two-person category at the International 

Quilt Festival, Houston Texas 

 Member’s Choice at the Waterloo County Quilters’ Guild Quilt Show 

Renske started quilting seriously in the mid-1900’s and estimates she has made hundreds of quilted pieces, from full-

sized feature quilts to handmade postcards she mails to family and friends every year. Despite the extraordinary beau-

ty of her designs, the awards and record-breaking accolades of her quilts, she rejects the “artist” label. “I’m not an 

artist,” she says flatly. “I’m a farmer—I like gardening, I like music, and I like 

quilting. I’ve always got [a quilt] on the go, but its’ not all I do.” She does con-

cede, however, that the quilts themselves could be considered works of art, 

as well they should. 

Renske also makes it clear that creating a quilt is a team project, the Waterloo 

County Quilters’ Guild being her most frequent collaborators. She points out 

that Plain and Fancy, the feature quilt at the 2011 NHMRS Quilt Auction, re-

quired the work of 100 quilters to piece together. “ I come up with  the design 

and the vision, but my quilts are almost always a community effort.” 

While the 2021 New Hamburg Mennonite Relief Sale has been cancelled, a 

virtual quilt auction will take place on Saturday, May 29. The virtual quilt auc-

tion was a huge success in 2020 with quilt prices and total funds raised ex-

ceeding those in recent years. 

The 2020 NHMRS Feature Quilt can be viewed in the lower atrium of the MCC building (50 Kent St, Kitchener, Ontario). 

Article and photos by Ken Ogasawara 

Reprinted from the  NHMRS website with permission. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE RELIEF SALE, FOLLOW THIS LINK:  https://nhmrs.com/ 

Several other guild members have contributed quilts to this year’s virtual auction. The 2021 Quilt Catalogue is now available on the website . 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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The Quilt Place is taking phone/email orders for porch pickup 

& mail orders Monday to Saturday 10am-4pm 

Ye Olde Fabric Shoppe is open for porch pickup and mail order at this 

time. We are taking orders by phone, email, text (to 519-301-0582), Mes-

senger and our website. 

Kawartha Quilting & Sewing is for curbside pickup only. See the website 

for available product. Closed Sunday and Monday. 
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PRESIDENT’S 

CHALLENGE 

2021 

Create a wall hanging, mini-quilt, table topper or pillow for 

the theme: 

“Home is where your heart is” 

Requirements: What does the phrase “Home is…” mean to you? 

Members are invited to create a piece that addresses this theme. 

Use any colours, fabrics and embellishments you wish. Completed 

projects must have a maximum perimeter of 100 inches. Please 

take a photo of your completed project and send it to Kathy Bissett 

by May 10th, 2021. 
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Sew & Save Centre is 
open for phone, 

email and website 
orders with curbside 
pickup. They are in-

store Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays from 

9:30am to 3pm. They 
are taking appoint-
ments for sewing 

machine and serger 
repair.  

Customers must call  
519-271-9660 to 

book an  
appointment. 

We are open for back porch pickup, phone in 

orders, mail and website orders. We maintain 

our  regular hours. 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat 9-4 

Sun 11-5 Closed Wednesdays  

Phone and porch pickup only, please 

wear a mask 
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Virtual Show and Share for May 

Please send pictures of your quilts, 
with a sentence or two about them,  

To kathleenbissett@me.com 
by Friday, May 14th 

so they can be included  
in our virtual Show and Share.  

Open Sewing Days 

Zoom continues to provide a great way for our members 
to participate in informal on-line gatherings each week. 
You are invited to come and join us as we sew, laugh, ask 
questions, share ideas, learn from each other—and most 
importantly connect with one another and have fun! 

We will continue to gather every Monday afternoon from 2:00 - 4:00. You can sew, join in the dialogue or 
just sit back and listen. It is a very informal gathering with no agenda. 

There will also be one Saturday Open Sewing gathering in May and one in June. Mark Saturday, May 15 and 
Saturday, June 12 from 10:00 - 12:00pm on your calendar. 

The Zoom link for these events will be available in the Friday email update. Just click  the Zoom link and join 
in on the fun. All members are welcome. 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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CJ’s Quilting is open for quilting by appointment. 

Creekbank Sewing Centre and Fabrics retail store is open for 

curbside pickup only. Free shipping on orders over $150. 

If you know of a guild member who 

has become ill, please let our secre-

tary, Doris Martin, know so she can 

send a get well card from all of us. 

St Jacobs Quilt Company Ltd. is open for phone orders 

and curbside pickup along with making protective 

wear for front line workers.  

We are doing phone & email orders. We post items on Facebook, 

Facetime and Whats App for personal shopping. All items can be picked 

up curbside or shipped (cost to customer).  
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PAL Quilts 

Just a reminder that 

batting and backing 

are still available and 

Judy Siegner is happy 

to                                                           

deliver this essential         

service! 

Casey, The Travelling 

Quiltcase! 

With all the visiting Casey has been do-

ing, she needs a break. Watch for info in 

our mid-summer newsletter on the re-

vamped Casey. There will be new surpris-

es, new magazines and new blocks! 

Thanks to all those who participated. I 

know you enjoyed the visits. Casey 

hopes to see more new faces in the fall! 
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Tula Pink’s 2020  

Homemade Quilt Challenge Finalists 

Fabric designer and quilt maker, Tula Pink held a con-

test in 2020 with her “Homemade” fabric line. Anyone 

could enter. 12 quilts were selected for a trunk show 

and the top 3 will be announced this fall. The links be-

low will take you to a slide show of the the Homemade 

Challenge finalists and to Tula Pink’s facebook page 

where she talks about these 12 quilts. There were 9 

American quilt shops represented and 3 from Canada—

Quilting by Design in New Hamburg, a store in Alberta 

and one in Kingston.          Submitted by Laura Huras 

https://issuu.com/freespiritfabrics/docs/homemade_challenge_finalists 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1474666509389403 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents
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Sewing Together, But Apart Days  

Spend the day together, sharing and learning, while staying safe 

Many of our guild members have enjoyed the opportunity to participate in the Sewing Together, 

But Apart days. We continue to have about forty participants attend each month. It has been a 

wonderful way to get to know fellow quilters, have some fun, learn something new and certain-

ly a great diversion from the negative aspects of COVID-19. To participate, please register 

through the on-line store on our guild’s website. 

We also greatly appreciate the generous door prize donations that have been provided each 

month from Ye Olde Fabric Shoppe in Stratford. 

Detailed information and the Zoom link for each day will be sent to all registered participants by 

6:00pm the day before each STBA day. 

Participants are encouraged to come for all or part of the day. We are fortunate to be able to 

welcome the following speakers for May and June: 

 Wednesday, May 12 – Lilo Bowman from California will share a presentation 

about how to organize our sewing spaces – “Love Where You Create: It’s Not a One 

Size Fits All Solution”. Lilo currently works as the Editor-in-Chief of “The Quilt 

Show”. She is a garment sewer, quilter, author and teacher, who has recently pub-

lished a new book, “Love Your Creative Space”.  

Wednesday, June 9 – Barbara J. Eikmeier, from Lansing, Michigan will share a lec-

ture called “It’s All in the Sashings!” Do you have a set of blocks that you just can-

not decide what to do with? Barbara will share a series of quilts and tops that fea-

ture blocks set with sashings and cornerstones. Some are simple and others are 

more involved with secondary designs created within the sashings and corner-

stones. See side by side examples of the same setting and learn how different they 

look based on the blocks and fabric choices. Barbara is a quilter, fabric designer, 

author of four quilting books and popular teacher who presents programs and 

workshops across the country.  

Plans are currently  being finalized for more STBA days, featuring a variety of topics 

and experiences with some wonderful guest presenters. More information will be 

shared later in June. 
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https://canadianquilter.com/quilt-canada-2021/ 

Register  

Now! 

file:///C:/Users/margs_000/Documents/Documents


 20 

Scraps of Wisdom - May 2021                                                                                                                            Waterloo County Quilters Guild 

  

Elected Officers of the Guild 2020-2021 
President:  Inge Ford 
Vice President:  Jean McFarlane 
Treasurer:  Andrea Heimrich 
Assistant Treasurer: Laura Huras  
Secretary:  Doris Martin  
Past President:  Deby Wettges 

Standing Committees  
Historian:  Vacant 
Librarians:  Jean Simpson & Donna McKay 
Membership:  Madeline Hughes (E)  
                              Pat Lockyer (E)  
                              Kitty Mitchell (E)  
                              Betty Anne Scott (A)  
                             Bettie Schuurman  
Newsletter:  Marg Sandiford  
                           Pat Lockyer - Mailings  
Advertising Co-ordinator : Marg Sandiford 
Program & Workshops: Barbara Pye,  
  Sandra Bussey, Sylvia Fernley &  
  Cathy Jurchuk 
Quilt Exhibit: Elaine LaRonde & Inge Ford,  
  Co-chairs 
Website: Kathy Bissett  

Month Day Activity 

May  1 & 8 ‘Layers of Intrigue’ Workshop with                  

Anna Hergert 

May 12 Sewing Together But Apart Day 

May  19 Regular guild Zoom meeting 7pm 

May 22 & 23 Global Quilt Connection “All Star” Quilt Event 

June 9 Sewing Together But Apart Day 

June 16-19 CQA/ACC - A Virtual Quilt Canada Online 

June 16 Annual General Meeting on Zoom 7pm with 

Daisy Aschehoug as guest speaker 

June 19 & 26 ‘Spinoff Quilt’ Workshop with Daisy Aschehoug 

Our website: http://www.wcquiltersguild.on.ca/ 

Upcoming ONLINE Speaker and Workshop Information 

May 1 & 8 - ‘Layers of Intrigue’ Workshop    

 with Anna Hergert 

May 19 - Lorraine Roy, Dundas, Ontario 

June 16 - Daisy Aschehoug, Nesodden,       

 Norway 

June 19 & 26 - ‘Spinoff Quilt’ workshop with                        

 Daisy Aschehoug 

 

Newsletter Deadline for June 2021 issue is May 27, 2021 

The Quilting Months Ahead... 
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